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Tutorial for 

FFiinnaanncciiaall  GGeennoommee  
 

by modernsoft, inc. 
www.modernsoft.com 

 
 

This tutorial covers aspects of all editions of Financial Genome.  The main part of 

the tutorial is built around Financial Genome ς Consultant Edition for Excel 2007. 

 

For Financial Genome ς Pro Edition for users of QuickBooks, please also refer to 

Addendum A. 

 

For users of Excel 2003 or earlier, please refer to Appendix C. 

 

Please view our demonstration videos available on our website: 

http://www.modernsoft.com/Videos.htm.  

 
  

http://www.modernsoft.com/
http://www.modernsoft.com/Videos.htm
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FINANCIAL GENOME TUTORIAL   

 

Sample Project Work Flow 

A step-by-step guide for using Financial Genome 

 to build your custom financial forecasting model  

 

This tutorial provides the basic workflow steps for building a forecasting model with Financial Genome 

Consultant Edition using Excel 2007. Those using Financial Genome ï Pro Edition should refer to 

Addendum A.  If you are using Excel 2003 or earlier, please see Appendix C.   

 

The completed forecasting model will provide you with a customized set of integrated financial 

statements (Income Statement, Balance Sheet, Cash Flow Statement, Ratios Statement) based on GAAP 

(Generally Accepted Accounting Principles).  The model design provides full ñcash closureò at all times 

by reflecting the cumulative impact of your assumptions on the cash balance. 

  

The Excel 2007 version of Financial Genome (FG) employs Microsoftôs new ñfluent ribbon interfaceò 

with tabs (designated here as {tab}) and buttons in groups. The Excel 2003 version has a different 

interface using menus and toolbars, but operates on the same principles described here (see Appendix C).  

 

To start Financial Genome, click the {Financial Genome} tab in the Microsoft Excel menu, then click 

the ñFinancial Genome Environmentò button.  You will see the three Modernsoft tabs displayed: {Home}, 

{Model},  and {Format} .  Additional tabs may appear if you have other addins installed (e.g., Acrobat). 
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NEED HELP? 

 

Please consult the extensive help system for a detailed explanation of all Financial Genome 

features.  The Help button appears on the {Home} and {Model}  tabs. 

 

Provides a menu of help topics relevant to your key tasks.  The ñHow Do I?ò menu 

appears on the {Home} and {Model}  tabs. 

 

Provides detailed definition and relationships on any given term.  The ñExplain Termò button 

appears on the {Model}  tab. 
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DOWNLOAD AND INSTALLATION  

 

Requirements: 

Excel 2007 (US Version) 

Windows Vista (32-bit or 64 bit version) or Windows XP (US Version) 

Single user stand-alone computers (non-server based machines) 

Installation of FG application on C:\ drive (uninstall all previous versions before installing new version) 

 

Download the correct version of FG depending on which version of Excel you are using.  This tutorial 

applies to FGSetup2007c.   All versions are compatible with both Windows Vista and Windows XP. 

 

When you install FG and run it for the first time, you are asked to enter the Free Trial Activation Code  

to start your 30 day free trial (thatôs the code sent to you in an email after you downloaded the software).   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NOTE: FREE TRIAL ACTIVATION CODE is different from the PURCHASE REGISTRATION 

CODE (see below). 

 

During the trial period, the system will ask each time it is started whether you are ready to enter the 

purchase registration code.  If you have NOT purchased the product, indicate NO and skip this step.  

After 30 days, you must purchase a code from our website www.modernsoft.com to use the product. 

 

After you have purchased the product and received the Purchase Registration Code from us, you should 

enter the code by clicking {Home/Guidance}>Registration to access the registration window. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Installation Guidance: 

Our web site (http://www.modernsoft.com/Install.htm) has a Support tab, which allows you to view the 

Readme file, with additional detailed installation instructions. 

 

 

http://www.modernsoft.com/
http://www.modernsoft.com/Install.htm
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WORK FLOW STEPS 

 

The tutorial will take you through the basic steps in creating and customizing your model, starting with a 

ñHistory Projectò and ñData Entry,ò and guide you on how to complete your forecasting model.  Once 

you have customized and finished your Financial Genome model, you can ñexportò (i.e., convert) your 

Financial Genome project from the Financial Genome environment into the regular Excel environment as 

a  standard workbook.  In this file format, you can share the model with others and make further 

enhancements using Excelôs capabilities. 

 

FINANCIAL GENOME PRO (FOR USERS OF QUICKBOOKS) :  Please refer to Addendum A: 

Financial Genome Pro Guidance for special instructions for Financial Genome Pro. 

 

Introduction:  

The Financial Genome Environment: Image of completed model 

The ñFinancial Dictionary Browserò 

 

I.  Getting Started 

Creating a New Model: New History Project 

Modify Time Periods 

Update Required 

 

II.  Statement Design and Layout: 

Duplicating and Itemizing Terms 

Changing Label Names 

Hiding and Moving rows 

 

III. Data Entry  

Income Statement 

Balance Sheet 

Cash Flow Statement 

Ratios Statement 

 

IV.  Forecasting 

Modify Time Periods for Forecasting 

Forecast Drivers Statement 

Data Entry 

­  Reset Forecast Values Tool 

­  View Inputs Tool 

Cash (Funds) Closure 

 

V.  Export to Standard Excel Workbook 

 

Appendices: 

Appendix A: Sample Workflow Diagram  

Appendix B: Sample Project Statements  

Appendix C: Financial Genome Tools: Excel 2007 Ribbon Interface  & Excel 2003 Toolbar 

Appendix D: Financial Genome ñINPUTSò 

Appendix E: Terms That Cannot Be Duplicated or Itemized  

Appendix F: Forecast Formulas with Corresponding Actual Equivalents 

Appendix G: Using an External Database with Financial Genome ï GenomeLink 

­  Formatting Requirements 

­  Map Database Using GenomeLink 

­  Use Database in Genome Project 

­  Create a Genome database workbook from the INPUT Sheet 

 

Addendum A: Financial Genome Pro Guidance 
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INTRODUCTION:  

 

The Financial Genome Project Environment 

Before we take you through the detailed steps of creating a model, please review the layout of a 

completed model in Financial Genome as shown below, which uses the Income Statement as a sample 

display and pointers to identify key functions: 

¶ Accessing the modeling tool buttons from the three ribbon tabs: {Home}, {Model}, {Format}  

¶ Accessing statements on a separate sheets (the special Input Sheet contains only model Inputs) 

¶ Customizing financial terms to match your chart of accounts 

¶ Adjusting Time Periods to suit your requirements 

¶ Entering  actual(history) data values before creating a forecast model 

 

Completed Financial Genome Model 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Input Sheet and Statements (Income Statement - shown, Balance Sheet, Cash Flow Statement, Ratios Statement 

and Forecast Drivers Statement - hidden) 

 

 

Time Periods: 
   Actual (History) 
   Base (History) 
   Forecast 

 

Financial Terms 
Income Statement 
terms shown 

Data Values: 
Green = Input 
Black = Calculated  
Blue = Database 

Magenta = Override database 

Forecast Periods 
2009-2010 shown 

Actual Periods 
(History) 
2004-2008 shown 

Tool buttons 
{Model} tab tool buttons 

shown 

Ribbon Tabs: 
   Home 
   Model (shown) 
   Format 

Duplicates of term 
(ñSalesò shown) 
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The ñFinancial Dictionary Browserò 

Now that you have become acquainted with the overall Genome project environment, you should take 

another moment to review an important and unique feature of Financial Genome before we take you 

through the detailed steps.  Financial Genome has a built-in Financial Dictionary which contains all the 

statements, terms and relationships required to create your model.  You can access this Dictionary with 

the ñFinancial Dictionary Browser,ò which allows you to examine its contents as well as letting you insert 

terms and statements from the Dictionary into your project. The browser is organized in a financial 

statement hierarchy and allows you to find any term or statement by browsing hierarchically or searching 

alphabetically and then obtaining an explanation.  

 

When you choose to start a new model by selecting a New History Project or New Forecast Project on the 

Model tab, you likely will not need to insert additional terms onto the statements provided for you.  

However, should you wish to do so, you can insert additional terms or statements from the Financial 

Dictionary Browser by clicking on any blank cell in the first column of your statement and hitting the 

>Enter  key to bring up the Browser: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

When you insert terms / statements from the Dictionary, formulas are automatically written into your 

Financial Genome Project and Inputs are automatically included on the Input Sheet (in alphabetical 

order).  

 

You can also use the {Model}>Insert Term  tool button to open the Browser.  Find the term in 

the Browser (Search button provides an alphabetical listing) and click on the Insert Term button 

at the bottom of the Browser.  The term will be inserted onto a blank row above the row you are 

currently on. 

 

If you simply want more information on the highlighted term (e.g., input vs. calculated term, 

formula for calculated term, definition, dependents), click on the Explain Term tool button.  
 

                          (example shown: Explain Term for ñDomestic Salesò) 
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I.  GETTING STARTED  

 

Creating a New Model: New History Project 

 

Load Financial Genome: click on > Start >Programs >Modernsoft >Financial Genome. Excel should 

now load the Financial Genome addins automatically. 

 

Click on the >{Financial Genome Environment} menu tab to begin. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Click on the >Financial Genome icon to enter the FG project environment.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Click on {Home}>New History Project  tool button. Financial Genome will 

automatically create a project with the basic statements (see appendices for sample statements): Income 

Statement (shown below), Balance Sheet, Cash Flow Statement and Ratio Statement for a ñhistory 

projectò (e.g., annual periods from 2004-2008).  Note:  Initial input values are set to ñzero.ò 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Initial History Project with no 
data values entered (zeroes) 

�³�$�F�W�X�D�O�´���W�L�P�H���S�H�U�L�R�G�V�� 
2004-2008 

Basic statements  
(Income Statement shown) 

Input values in green 

Calculated values in black 

Input Sheet 


